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As a result of the collectivisation of agriculture, the Soviet
Union has developed the largest agricultural industry in the
world. Between 1913 and 1941 the sown area in Western Siberia
alone was doubled and the grain yield in 1938 was about four
times that of pre-revolutionary days.
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In the half-century following the emancipation of the peasants
the consumption of iron in Russia has increased five-fold; yet
Russia remains an incredibly and unprecedentedly backward
country, poverty-stricken and semi-barbaric, equipped with
modern implements of production to one-fourth the extent of
England, one-fifth the extent of Germany, and one-tenth the
extent of America.                              LENIN : Collected Works.
Before the war of 1914-1918 Russia occupied fifth place in the
world and fourth in Europe for volume of gross industrial output.
The rich natural resources of the country remained undeveloped
and the distribution of industry was extremely haphazard.
During the years of the first Five-Year Plans, the Soviet Union
built up a powerful iron and steel industry producing high-quality
steel, ferro-alloys, and other material necessary for an extensive
engineering industry. In 1928 engineering represented only
ii per cent, of the U.S.S.R.'s gross industrial output. By 1936
this figure rose to nearly 30 per cent.
As regards chemical industry, its gross output of chemicals
increased eighteen-fold during the same period. In planning
industries, the Soviet Union brought about great changes in the
geographical distribution of industry. Engineering plants have
been set up in the Urals, Western and Eastern Siberia, the Far
East, and Central Asian Republics.
From Various Sources.
The peoples of the Central Asian Soviet Republics on the
borders of India and China, who before the Revolution led a
backward colonial existence, are playing an increasingly large part
in the cultural and economic life of the Soviet Union.
The 1937 output of the heavy industry of Kirghizia, formerly
a nomad country, was 95 times that of 1917. Since 1937 there